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The Food Waste
Opportunity

In 2019, 35% of the 229 million tons of food
available went unsold or uneaten. We call this
surplus food, and while a very small portion of it was
donated to those in need and more was recycled,
the vast majority became food waste which went
straight to landfill, incineration, or down the drain,
or was simply left in the fields to rot.

35%

of all food goes
uneaten

The good news? Food waste is a solvable problem.
Here's what you need to know.
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Social

Much uneaten food could go to help those

in need. Meanwhile, 1in 6

Americans are
food insecure

40M+ Americans

lack reliable access to sufficient, affordable,
and nutritious food — a number that grew
in 2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

The Solutions

A range of food waste reduction solutions already exist. Some are breakthrough innovations,
some are basic best practices, and many have a strong potential for investment returns.
ReFED analyzed more than 40 solutions - here's what adopting them would do.
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Investment Needed: A 5-to-1 Return

in annual funding over the ' net financial benefit —
S14B next decade is required for a S73 B a five-to-one return
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